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“Defend the weak and the fatherless; uphold the cause 
of the poor and the oppressed. Rescue the weak and the 
needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.”  
— Psalm 82: 3-4, NIV

In nearly 8,000 communities around the world, your giving 
is directly answering God’s call to defend and protect His 
children. From abuse to hunger, our church partners are 
equipped to respond immediately to dire needs facing the 
precious children in our care, and employ whatever means 
necessary to return these children to situations of stability 
and security.

Thank you for making this possible. You are supporting the 
Compassion program director who steps in and rescues 
a young girl from abuse. You are supporting a pastor who 
delivers a basket of food to a starving family. And you are 
supporting the church members who work together to build 
a home for a family experiencing homelessness. Thank 
you for all that you have done to step in and protect and 
provide for precious children in dire circumstances.

Caring for the Most Vulnerable

More than 16,000 
families supported 
through ongoing care

2,853 beneficiaries 
provided with 
emergency shelter

197 beneficiaries 
provided with legal 
assistance

3,437 beneficiaries 
received food 
and household 
assistance

Assistance provided in 
the past six months: 

Data as of December 31, 2019

Children 
in Ecuador 
participate 
in a child 
protection 
campaign.
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From October 2019 to 
March 2020, the HVC fund 
in Bolivia was accessed 
once by a Survival 
household, two times by 
youth-headed households, 
two times by foster family 
households, and 116 
times by traditional family 
households. Your support 
of the HVC fund helps 
families experience the 
tangible love of Jesus and 
hope for the future.
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Three-year-old Mateo says, "My hands are a gift from 
God and I have to wash them." Amid the devastating 
COVID-19 pandemic, Compassion's church partners 
in Bolivia are teaching toddlers to grandparents how 
best to protect themselves from the virus. 

In Santa Cruz, Bolivia, staff from Loma Grande child 
development center are working with entire families 
to teach them how to wash their hands properly, the 
frequency they should do it, and the situations when 
they should wash them: before eating, after going to 
the bathroom, after playing. They even learned how 
to disinfect themselves when they get home, and 
how to wash and disinfect vegetables and fruits.

"Tutors taught children starting from three-year-olds 
how to wash their hands. It was helpful because 
several mothers didn't know the proper way. They 
received the teachings through videos. Even though 
some parents don't have cellphones or access to 
the internet, the majority can now practice what was 
taught," says Diego, center director.

Besides the teachings, families also received hygiene 
kits which helped them to put into practice what they 
had learned. "I learned how to disinfect ourselves 
when we get home from the street, to wash the food, 
to use hand sanitizer which we received from the 
project because we can't afford to buy it. It has been 
a great help. We all learned how to take care," says 
13-year-old Ivan.

"We were just using boiled water to clean ourselves 
and to wash the dishes because we didn't have soap. 
Thanks to the Lord, the hygiene material was very 
useful. One day I was very sad and praying. Five 
minutes later, the church called to tell us they would 
give us the hygiene kit. I raised my hands to the sky 
thanking God because He doesn't forget us," says 
Ivan's mother Cristina.

Many children hadn't seen or used sanitizer before 
since it's an expensive product that their families 
cannot afford to buy. It was exciting for the little 
children to use the product, and they enjoy getting 
their hands wet all the time because they understand 
the importance. "My hands are a gift from God and I 
have to wash them," says little Mateo.

As the project director says, hygiene wasn't a habit 
for the families in these communities. Even though 
children learned the importance of hygiene at their 
Compassion center, at home it was different because 
not all mothers understood. 

"Since the training, mothers 
can practice hand hygiene 
with their children. Mothers 
are thankful because they 
are also learning things they 
didn't know," says Diego. 
"It's something they now 
do all the time. Their soaps 
don't last because they wash 
their hands all the time. 
That's why this time we gave 
them big soap bars. In this 
second distribution, families 
received one sanitizer, one 
disinfectant, and soap bars."

Families have learned the importance of 
implementing good hygiene habits at home, and 
even when the pandemic ends, the habit will remain. 
With smiles on their faces, wet hands, and even wet 
clothes, the children are happy to wash their hands 
all the time. They want to be clean, healthy and 
please God by taking care of their health.

Washing Hands Saves Lives

 "One day I was 
very sad and 
praying. Five 
minutes later, the 
church called 
to tell us they 
would give us 
the hygiene kit. I 
raised my hands to 
the sky thanking 
God because He 
doesn't forget us."
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Community members of all 
ages in Bolivia are learning 
hand washing techniques 
to help protect themselves 
from COVID-19, thanks to 
the efforts of Compassion's 
church partners.



Compassion.com

Thank you for your continued support

Vulnerable children suffer in every area including their spiritual lives, education, health 
and hopes for their future. Compassion works to support Highly Vulnerable Children 
by providing protection and assistance to children in critical situations. Thanks to the 
generous support of ministry partners like you, Grace Community Church, children 
and families can benefit from the care made possible through the Highly Vulnerable 
Children’s Fund. Thank you for your partnership!

Amy Coddington | 720.375.1046 | acoddington@us.ci.org

Twin sisters Elisabeth and Alemtarik 
were abandoned by their mother 
when they were infants. Their father, 
who earned his living selling sugar 
cane, was skeptical but hopeful 
when his local church offered to 
enroll his 4-year-old daughters in 
Compassion's program. When they 
were 12, their father tragically died.

The church used HVC funds to 
provide housing, food and living 
essentials. “The support we 
received through the HVC Fund is 
the reason we are here today,” says 
Elisabeth. “Without the support, we 
would have ended up on the streets 
or been separated. Compassion and 
the church played a great role in 
our life. We thought we had no one 
when we lost our dad. But we had 
the Compassion center that stood 
with us until today ... The best thing 
we got in the program is Jesus.”

Today, the twins are attending 
college at a private university, 
where they are studying accounting. 
They are determined to graduate to 
fulfill their father’s dream.


