
 

 

Dear Grace Family,  

 

 

Continued Suspension of Indoor Services  

 

 

Our last regular service was on March 7th – it seems so long ago. The elder team 

here at Grace greatly appreciates the patience and support we have received from 

all of you as we attempt to navigate the issues surrounding Covid-19.  

 

While we had hoped the virus would be short-lived, sadly, that is not the case. 

Additionally, what started out as a public health issue has quickly become a 

political issue – shut down, don’t shut down, avoid gatherings, go about your life, 

wear a mask, don’t wear a mask, and the list could go on. Many people in our 

society have aligned and entrenched their Covid-19 opinions along political lines 

resulting in serious, unhealthy and unproductive division. Our obligation as 

followers of Jesus is to align and entrench our opinions in the truth of Jesus as 

revealed in scripture – the entirety of scripture. We cannot, and must not, allow our 

world view to be carried along and decided by a particular political platform. We 

must remember that every political platform fails when viewed in light of the truth 

as revealed in scripture.  

 

When politics of Covid-19 are stripped away, here is what we know based on the 

best information we have available to us: 

 

1. In the past 10 days, Iowa has recorded an additional 5500 cases, or an 

average of 550 per day.  

2. The number of active cases (total cases – (deaths + recovered) is steeply 

climbing. (Figure 1) 

3. Hospitalizations (Figure 2) and those in the ICU (Figure 3) are rising once 

again.  

4. The virus is highly contagious in enclosed and crowded spaces. 

5. The past 4 months, the virus has caused in 787 deaths in Iowa. For the 

entirety of 2018 (most recent year full records are available) influenza and 

pneumonia combined caused 697 deaths.  

6. We have not seen a “summertime dip” in the infection rate of Covid-19 like 

we do with influenza.      
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If there was only one point of problematic data, it would be easier to say we can 

safely begin a “normal” modified indoor service schedule. Unfortunately, all points 

of data are showing a dramatic increase in virus spread and activity.   

 

 
1 The steep drop in late June was due to the State of Iowa deciding to declare all cases recovered at 28 days rather 

than attempt to verify the actual status of each individual case.  



As we stated back in March, while the evidence shows that for many people in our 

community Covid-19 poses no more risk than the common cold, for others it is 

potentially life-threatening. For those who are older, or have other medical 

conditions that compromise their body’s ability to fight infections, Covid-19 can 

quickly overwhelm their bodies and cause serious harm or death.  

 

For all of these reasons, we, as an elder team, have unanimously decided that we 

cannot begin holding indoor services until such time as the data shows the virus is 

under control and infection rates / active case counts are declining for a reasonable 

period of time. Until then, we will continue to hold outdoor services, or provide 

sermons online in video and audio format. Lifegroup meetings will be left to the 

discretion of the respective group leaders.  

 

We know this is not the answer many want to hear. We also know a number of 

area churches have resumed indoor services. While we appreciate the desire to 

resume regular indoor services, as elders we have to take into consideration the 

health and safety, both spiritually and physically, of our entire congregation.  

 

In light of the current situation, we do not feel it would be wise to have large group 

gatherings – even if everyone was wearing masks. We have talked with various 

people from churches that have resumed indoor services and, by and large, social 

distancing tends to be forgotten when the family gathers. This is a natural by-

product of the godly love and affection we feel for one another, it is a good thing, it 

is a healthy thing, it is something we promote - just not right now. As Solomon 

said, “There is a time for everything…” Eccl. 3:1; right now is the time to continue 

socially distancing so our society can try to control the coronavirus. It is hard, it is 

difficult, it is necessary but it is only temporary.     

 

In order to make it easier for you to know when we will be holding outdoor 

services, the elder team has decided on the following parameters: heat index of 90 

or below and the chance of rain being 40% or less. While heat indices are easier for 

the weather reporters to predict in advance, rain is a less-precise science. 

Therefore, final determination about outdoor service will usually be made before 

noon each Saturday.    

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to your life group leader or 

any of the elders.   

 

With love,  

The Elders of Grace Community Church       


